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Recommended Tree species 
for Aransas County

texastreeplanting.tamu.edu



texastreeplanting.tamu.edu



Recommended small trees for Aransas County     texastreeplanting.tamu.edu



Recommended small trees for Aransas County     texastreeplanting.tamu.edu



Recommended medium trees for Aransas County     texastreeplanting.tamu.edu



Recommended large trees for Aransas County     texastreeplanting.tamu.edu





Benefits of Trees



Proper Planting and Care for Trees
Type into Google: texas tree planting 
for the Texas A&M Forest Service website 
texastreeplanting.tamu.edu



Planting 

Material



Tree 

Containers



• Smaller trees take less time & water to establish, they 

are easier to carry & plant, they are LESS EXPENSIVE.

• Survival and long term health of smaller nursery 

stock is usually greater.

• Growth rate of small trees is significantly greater 

when the same species is planted at a larger size.

• Smaller trees are less likely to have a root system in 

the container that is circling and girdling the tree.

Nursery Tree Size



Root-bound Girdling            Circling

Tree Planting – important point #1

A good root system – prune the roots if necessary



Root Pruning



Circling / Girdling roots kill the tree
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Root collar location – plant at the correct depth

Tree Planting – important point #2
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Root collar location



Depth of hole 

is critical !!!

Not deeper than 

the rootball

How wide? At 

least 1.5-2x width 

of rootball

Digging the Hole

Root collar location – plant at the correct depth



Position the tree and if too deep –
add soil to the bottom of the hole

Root collar location – plant at the correct depth



Add the backfill
Use existing soil, do not amend unless absolutely 

necessary. No air pockets.

Tree Planting – important points . . .



Adding a Berm
3 to 4  inch berm at the edge of 

the root ball..

forming a berm around the tree 

prevents water from running off

NOT HERE!



Water the backfill to settle the soil

Pull these OFF!

Then a few 

hours later, 

water again.



Apply a 2-3 inch layer of MULCH to at least as wide 
as planting hole… Clear away from the trunk!



Planting Season October - March

Don’t plant too deep, 

keep trunk flare height



Three growing seasons Water:

~ 5 gallons per inch trunk caliper

First year: 3 times per week

Second year: 2 times per week

+ Third year: 1 times per week

Frequency over volume!!!

HOW TO WATER OUTPLANTED TREES
Along with proper planting, proper watering

leads to strong establishment & fast growth. 

Frequent & correct amounts of water is key. 

March through October is crucial.



Test questions:



Bill Green Community Forester

South Texas-RGV-Coastal Bend

Helping communities develop sustainable programs that 

provide Texans with healthy trees and forests.

Emergency Management Office, 

Kleberg County Courthouse, Kingsville, TX 78363

Cell: 956 373 8543       Office: 361 592 3536       

Email: bgreen@tfs.tamu.edu

Trees generate economic, environmental & social 

benefits for Texans where they live, work & play.
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MYTH #1: When a tree is planted it should be securely 

staked to ensure the development of a stable root 

system and a strong trunk. 

*Although it is sometimes necessary to stake trees to keep 

them upright and allow establishment, there are some adverse 

effects of staking. 

*Allowing movement helps the root system & trunk 

development naturally. 

*Compared to staked trees, unstaked trees tend to develop a 

more extensive root system and better trunk taper. 

*The worst effect of staking is the possibility of trunk damage 

from the staking wires or ties. 

*Staking materials usually should be removed after one year to 

avoid "girdling" the tree.



MYTH #2: Newly planted trees should have 

their trunks wrapped with tree wrap to prevent 

sunscald and insect entry. 

*Studies using most common tree wraps have 

shown that they do not prevent extreme 

changes in temperature on the bark. In some 

cases, the temperature extremes are worse. 

*Also, tree wraps have proven quite 

ineffective in preventing insect entry. In fact, 

some insects like to burrow under it.



MYTH #3: Trees should be pruned back heavily when 

they are planted to compensate for the loss of roots. 

*Tree establishment is best on unpruned trees. 

*Although pruning the top can reduce the amount of 

water that evaporates from the leaves, the tree needs 

a full crown to produce the food needed and the 

plant hormones that induce root growth. 

*The tree will develop a stronger, more extensive root 

system if it has a fuller crown. 

*Limit pruning at the time of planting to structural 

training and the removal of damage branches.



MYTH #4: When removing a branch from a tree, the final 

cut should be flush with the stem to optimize healing. 

*First of all, trees don't "heal" in the sense that wounds on people heal. 

Our bodies regenerate tissues. Trees form walls that seal all sides of 

around a wound. *Trees SEAL they don’t heal.

(CODIT   Compartmentalization   Of   Damage/Decay   In   Trees)

*Flush cutting removes the "branch collar," creating a larger wound 

than if the branch were removed outside the collar. 

*The spread of decay inside the tree is greater with flush cuts.



MYTH #5: Pruning wounds greater than three inches in 

diameter should be painted with a wound dressing. 

*Research has shown that the common wound 

dressings do not inhibit decay, do not prevent insect 

entry and do not bring about faster wound closure. 

*In fact, many of the commonly used dressings slow 

wound closure.

*DO PAINT IN AREAS WHERE OAK WILT IS FOUND.



MYTH #6: Certain trees such should be "topped" to make 

them grow better. 

*Topping stimulates growth of twigs below the cuts. Growth of 

these shoots leads to weak forming branch attachments. 

*Also decay spreads inside the stubs and branches that were 

topped. 

*Besides, topping makes trees ugly & it stresses the tree. 



MYTH #7: If certain species of trees are pruned early in the 

spring, they will "bleed," stressing the tree and causing 

health problems. 

*True, some trees such as maples and birches will "bleed" or lose 

sap from pruning cuts made early in the spring. This bleeding 

does not hurt the tree, and the loss of sap is inconsequential. 

*With a few exceptions, most routine pruning can be done 

anytime of year. 

*The worst time is just as the tree has leafed out in the spring. 

*The best time is when the tree is dormant. 



*Many people envision a large, 

branching taproot growing deep into 

the soil.

*Actually, taproots are very 

uncommon in mature trees.

*The entire root systems of most trees 

can be found within 1-3 feet of soil. 

*The spread of the root system 

however, can be very extensive, 

often extending 2-3 times the spread 

of the crown.

MYTH #8: The root system of a tree is a 

mirror image of the top. 



MYTH #9: Trees require "deep root 

fertilization" to reach their root system. 

*In most U.S. soils, the vast majority of trees' fibrous, 

absorbing roots are in the top 8" - 28" of soil. 

*Roots grow where conditions are best for root 

growth, where water and oxygen are available. 

*When we place fertilizer too deep in the soil, we 

are putting it below where it will do the most good.



MYTH #10: When a tree has lost a significant portion of its 

root system such as in construction damage, the 

crown should be cut back to compensate for root loss. 

*While this is a common believe, research has not 

supported it. 

*Any removal of leaves will reduce the capacity of 

the tree to produce food. The tree will may lose some 

branches as a result of root damage, it is best to let 

the tree decide which ones. 

LEAVE THE LEAVES

*Pruning should be limited to hazard reduction. 



Bill Green Community Forester

South Texas-RGV-Coastal Bend

Helping communities develop sustainable programs that 

provide Texans with healthy trees and forests.

Emergency Management Office, 

Kleberg County Courthouse, Kingsville, TX 78363

Cell: 956 373 8543       Office: 361 592 3536       

Email: bgreen@tfs.tamu.edu

Trees generate economic, environmental & social 

benefits for Texans where they live, work & play.



All meet at

Spencer Park  400 East Bay
l

Then we plant & divide up to plant at other parks

Zacchary Taylor Arboretum Park

702 South Pearl Street

Mathis Park

810 South Live Oak

Tree provided by TreeCovery Fund

Texas A&M Forest Service

TreeCovery.tamu.edu

Trees grown by Top Notch Tree Farm

topnotchtf.com





Texas A&M Forest Service Community & Urban Forestry: 
Tree care training, provide technical assistance, 

assist after a disaster & support with long-term recovery, 

safety training for city crews, tree management planning, 

support with city Arbor Day, Big Tree Registry & Famous Trees of Texas



Community Forestry Program

 City & Town crew education 

(Workshops on tree pruning, 

tree work safety, etc.)

 Private tree crew education 

& Arborist Certification

 City & Town Tree Inventory & 

Tree Management

 Disaster Planning and 

Recovery

 City & Town Arbor Day, Tree 

Plantings

 Big Tree Registry & Famous 
Trees of Texas



TFSweb.tamu.edu





TreeCovery

Date: March 16, 2018

Time: 1:15 PM

Address: 

Rockport Service Center

2751 SH 35 N Bypass

Rockport, TX 78382

Cost: free to public







 Soil scientists use a range between 0 and 14 to express differences in pH with below 7 

being acid and above 7 being alkaline. Soils with a pH of 7 are considered neutral. Soils in 

Texas generally range from 4.5 to 8.5.

 Soils in the southeastern U.S. Coastal Plain region have meager soil fertility characteristics 

because of their sandy textures, acidic pH values


